
No Clear Hierarchy

If the most important parts of a text are not made prevalent with large/bold text, or 
something else to make it stand out, it will be difficult for readers to understand 
what is meant to be most important.



Poor Kerning
Letters have too much or too little space creating unusual 
breaks or missing breaks in the words. 



Mismatching Fonts

Too many type face creates 
a confusing type and can 
mislead the voice that the 
type is trying to portray. 
Using too many different 
types can also confuse the 
hierarchy of the type as 
well.

Pure Chaos!



• Fonts and backgrounds directly 

require appropriate colors and 

contrast. This is obviously helpful 

for users to read content quickly 

and clearly.



Distorted 
Typeface

• By not paying attention to scaling, letters are left 
looking distorted. This causes them to look funny, 
and sometimes illegible so the audience cannot 
read the piece itself.



Failing to provide margins for type in a box.

When the text is all over the place, or uneven becaue the 
text box does not have margins. 



Bad Rags
A paragraph that has longer sentences on the right side of creating distracting 

shapes of white space.



Indenting the First Paragraph
It is a typographical rule to not set an indent for the first line of the first paragraph of a 
text, the one that starts right after the headline (the indentation should start with the 
second paragraph). 



Wrong Voice
The typeface doesn’t match the content of the message, becoming 
confusing to viewers. There should be unity between the typeface and 
the content. 



Failing to Correct Widows
• A widow is when the last line in a paragraph is very short, this is 

considered an error in typography and should be corrected. Failure to 
correct these can make type look unbalances and unfinished. 



Failing to Correct Orphans
Orphans appear near the top of a page, separted 
from the rest of the paragraph.



Don’t Type in All Caps
uTyping in all caps, especially in paragraphs, can make your words 

harder to read and can set the wrong tone.



Placing a Stroke on Type 
 

Placing a stoke on type is generally avoided because it causes unwanted rounded 

corners and decreases legibility. 



Extra Space After a Sentence
Two spaces are typed after punctuation instead of one. Was once done when 
using a typewriter but is no longer necessary.



Not Correcting Rivers
Rivers are gaps that form when there are large spaces between words that line up in 
a paragraph and create a “river” of blank space throughout the text.
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Not Using Hanging Punctuation
If you do not hang a punctuation, it makes the words look unaligned.



Inconsistent 
 Baseline

Body copy, headers, and sub-heads on one page 
should align with the text on the next page.



Incorrect Line Length
Optimal line length is generally considered to be around 50-60 characters because wide lines can result in difficulty to focus for
readers and narrow lines look choppy and lack a flow.



FAILING TO USE 
EM-DASH WHEN 
NEEDED

Not to be confused with hyphons (-) or 

en-dashes (–), em-dashes (—) are used 

to show a break in a sentence, create 

emphasis, and to indicate interruption.



Failing to Indent Bulleted Lists
When people don’t indent bullet points indented seprately from paragraphs or titles  it ruins the importance of the text that 
came before it.



Too Deep of an Indent 
(More than 2 ems)

Indenting a paragraph more than the size of 2 
letter M’s (2 ems).



Not Setting AM & PM in Small Caps
Small caps are short capital letters designed to blend with lowercase text 
that create emphasis but are less dominant than all uppercase text.



Default Apostrophe or Quote Marks
Not adjusting the directional flow of an apostrophe or quotation mark 
to suit the typeface used in a project can ruin the overall tone of the 
project.



Stacking	Letters
• Placing	letters	vertically	underneath	each	other.
• Monospaced	typefaces	are	an	exception	due	
to	the	fixed	width.
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